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Last 2 Weekends of the 32nd Annual Renaissance Festival 

May 21, 2017…Atlanta, Georgia…There are two weekends left of the 2017 Georgia Renaissance 
Festival, and despite the closure of I-85 in Atlanta for the first 5 weekends, the Festival has 
enjoyed record attendance at the 32-acre 16th Century English Village just south of the Airport 
in Fairburn. “We have noticed more customers coming from the Southeast and Southwest this 
year, no doubt due to the I-85 situation. Now that 85 has re-opened in both directions, there is 
no excuse not to visit the Festival and munch down on a giant smoked turkey leg and a frothy 
ale,” said Robin Moon, Director of Marketing.  “Many of the patrons this year had never been 
to this Festival, or any Renaissance Festival before,” said Artistic and Entertainment Director, 
Dave Dorrell, “and we hope they make it an annual tradition. 

Coming up Memorial Weekend – 3 Days to Play!  The Festival is open Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday from 10:30am to 6:00pm.  On Memorial Day Monday, members of the Military can 
show their ID at the Box Office and get in FREE, plus up to 4 family members will also get in for 
just $8 each.   

June 3 & 4 is Romance Weekend and the grand finale of the 2017 Season.  Love is in the air as 
romance and chivalry abound.  Married Couples are invited to participate in a mass Renewal of 
Vows Ceremony each day at 1:30pm in Celebration Garden.  Couples must register at the 
Festival’s Information Booth by 1:15 each day.  After the ceremony, each couple will receive a 
certificate signed by King Henry VIII!  Singles will have an opportunity to find romance as well 
this weekend.     

For those who haven’t been to this most unique of Atlanta’s Spring Festivals, there is still time 
to come and enjoy giant turkey legges and frothy ales served by saucy wenches, or enjoy the 
endless entertainment on 10 stages.  You’ll find circus-style shows, juggling, acrobatics, 
comedy, music, even a Birds of Prey Show!  Or, if shopping for handmade one-of-a-kind arts 
and crafts are of interest to you, the 150 shoppes in the Artisan Marketplace will keep you 
entertained, as will the daily live demonstrations in glassblowing, pottery making, 
leatherworking, weaving, blacksmithing, jewelry-making, and more.   
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New This Year!  The Drunk Monk Pub in the Festival’s newest and largest pub serving a variety 
of beer, wine and of course, Monk’s Mead.  Table-seating and live entertainment throughout 
the day make this a most popular place to relax and enjoy a sip during a day at the faire. 

Also, new this year is the Ghosts of the Abyss haunted attraction produced and operated by 13 
Stories.  This walk-thru tour of a sunken pirate ship will make you run out screaming!  If there is 
anyone who can create scary scenes that make you scream in the middle of the day, it’s the 
operators of the popular Fall/Halloween attraction in Newnan, 13 Stories.     

There is something for all ages at the Georgia Renaissance Festival.  Kids will enjoy the Kids 
Kingdom playground, and kids of all ages will enjoy trying their hand at the variety of Games of 
Skill such as archery, axe throwing, test of strength and more.  It wouldn’t be a theme park 
without thrill rides, and all the rides at the Georgia Renaissance Festival are people-powered 
rides.  Why, you ask?  “Because that’s how the royal children of the 16th Century were amused 
and entertained on holiday.  There was no such thing as electricity in the 16th Century, so the 
Carasello (merry-go-round), Wild Boar and Swinging Ships rides are pushed, pulled, twisted and 
turned by pure human muscle,” said Director of Marketing Robin Moon.    

Let’s not forget the signature event that takes place 3 times each day at the Festival…THE 
JOUST!  “If you have never seen ‘Roman Riding’, make your way to the Joust Arena where you 
will see one knight ride 2 horses – At the same time!”, said Entertainment Director, Dave 
Dorrell.  “You will be on the edge of your seats as these highly skilled performers execute daring 
feats of skill on horseback.  In addition to Roman Riding, you will see chariot races, trick riding, 
and knights battling to-the-death with lance and sword.”  The brave knights of Equus Maximus 
will not disappoint.   

Other notable entertainment includes… 

GYPSY GEOFF FIRE CIRCUS -  Difficult to categorize; Amazing to watch!  This energetic 
entertainer is an accomplished magician, clown, mime, juggler and fire manipulator.  Yes, we 
said FIRE!  You must see it to believe it. 

The Wheel of Death -  This 30-foot tall, spinning monstrosity is Icabod Wainwright’s personal 
playground.  His death-defying antics and skill will thrill and amuse you as he performs inside 
and outside of this giant medieval “human hamster wheel”.  It’s a MUST SEE!  You’re 
guaranteed to have sweaty palms while watching this show! 

Barely Balanced – Three incredibly athletic performers that will amaze with their witty banter 
and precise balancing while juggling, throwing knives, and yes, there if fire involved too! 
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The Tortuga Twins – An annual favorite  – This audience-interactive comedy show will have you 
screaming with laughter.   

The Mud Show – Splatter Time Players – It’s a dirty, dirty show filled with good clean fun for all 
ages.  See this crazy comedic duo execute back flips and belly flops right into the mud!  Hint:  Sit 
in the front rows AT YOUR OWN RISK.  However, a muddy mark of distinction is provided at no 
extra charge.   

Birds of Prey Falconry Exhibition – You’ll be astounded as the spectacular hawks, eagles, owls 
and vultures demonstrate their free-flight skills directly over the heads of the audience!  They 
are amazing creatures in an amazing show. 

The Ded Bob Sho – We’re not really sure when Ded Bob passed, but he keeps showing up every 
year at the Festival with his unique brand of graveside humor.   

Hey Nunnie, Nunnie!  This sister act will have you rolling in the pews.  The unconventional 
Mother Redempta and the mischievous ukulele wielding Sister Philomena Claire dazzle with 
comedic escapades – Cracking jokes, singing songs, and “counseling” unsuspecting audience 
members.  These silly sisters could make the Pope laugh! 

 

The Festival is open every Saturday, Sunday and Memorial Day through June 4, 2017 from 
10:30am to 6:00pm.   

Tickets at the Gate are $22 for Adults and $10 for Children 6-12.  Children 5 and under are FREE 
and Parking is FREE! 

Located in Fairburn, GA at I-85, Exit #61 Peachtree City/Fairburn.  GPS address is 6905 Virlyn B 
Smith Road.   

- ###    -    
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